PRESENT:

CITY OF
PRINCE GEORGE

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF COUNCIL

March 9, 2026
6:00 pm
Council Chambers of City Hall
1100 Patricia Boulevard, Prince George, BC

We respectfully acknowledge the unceded ancestral lands of the Lheidli T'enneh,

on whose land we live, work, and play.

Mayor Simon Yu

Councillor Tim Bennett

Councillor Garth Frizzell <6:00 p.m. to 8:07 p.m.>
Councillor Trudy Klassen

Councillor Ron Polillo

Councillor Cori Ramsay

Councillor Kyle Sampson

Councillor Susan Scott

Councillor Brian Skakun

IN ATTENDANCE:Walter Babicz, City Manager

Deanna Wasnik, Director of Planning and Development

Kris Dalio, Director of Finance and IT Services

Andy Beesley, Director of Civic Facilities and Events

Eric Depenau, Director of Administrative Services

Dave Bradshaw, Manager of Transportation and Technical Services/Acting
Director of Civic Operations

Ethan Anderson, Manager of Legislative Services/Corporate Officer

Leslie Kellett, Deputy Corporate Officer

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

Moved By Councillor Frizzell
Seconded By Councillor Scott

That the agenda for the regular meeting of Council scheduled for March 9, 2026, be
amended by:

1.

2.
3.
4,

Moving agenda items E.3, E.4, and E.5 to be considered immediately following
agenda item C.2;

Adding one new document to agenda item C.2;

Adding one new PowerPoint presentation to agenda item E.4;

Adding one new PowerPoint presentation to agenda item E.5;
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C.

5. Adding one new item of correspondence to agenda item E.6; and
6. Adding one new item of correspondence from Modular BC as agenda item G.12;

and that the agenda, BE ADOPTED AS AMENDED.

Carried Unanimously

MINUTES

B.1

Adoption of the Regular Council Meeting Minutes - February 23, 2026

Moved By Councillor Sampson
Seconded By Councillor Polillo

That the minutes of the regular Council meeting held February 23, 2026, BE
ADOPTED as read on this day and that such minutes as read set out all of the
business before Council at that meeting and fully and properly record all of
the resolutions passed by Council at that meeting.

Carried Unanimously

DELEGATION(S)

C1

C.2

AWAC - Association Advocating for Women and Community

Presenters: Connie Abe, Executive Director, AWAC
Lorna Waghorn-Kidd, AWAC

Topic: Housing, Recovery and Downtown Safety: AWAC'’s Role in
Strengthening Prince George

Cairnstone Planning on Behalf of Northern Development Initiative Trust

Presenters: Peter Scholz, Cairnstone Planning on behalf of Northern
Development Initiative Trust <via Zoom>

Topic: Prince George to North Vancouver Railways: Transitioning from
Class 1 Management

Moved By Councillor Frizzell
Seconded By Councillor Klassen

That Council APPROVES submission of the following resolution regarding the
preservation and revitalization of a strategic provincial rail corridor to the
North Central Local Government Association:

Preservation and Revitalization of Strategic Provincial Rail Corridor

WHEREAS loss of the Squamish-Cariboo rail line which may ensue from
CN Rail’s plans announced in July 2025 to terminate its lease would
result in shippers being forced to higher cost truck transport, increased
public highway maintenance costs, loss of passenger (tourist or
commuter) rail opportunity, higher GHG emissions, loss of
transportation corridor redundancy affecting Western Canada, and
constrained regional economic development;

AND WHEREAS rail discontinuance policies applying to the former BC
Rail line do not necessarily take into account regional and long-term
transportation needs and priorities and might frustrate economic
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E.

viability of potential new short line operators, while infrastructure
funding solutions for this valuable rail line's maintenance are lacking;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the provincial and federal
governments be encouraged to consider a new regional authority or
ownership structure including First Nations and transition to a short
line operator model to support regional enterprise while maintaining
the strategic redundancy of the line;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT senior governments be
encouraged to consider potential public-private rail line maintenance
funding solutions.

Carried Unanimously

Moved By Councillor Ramsay
Seconded By Councillor Scott

That Council APPOINTS Councillor Klassen as Council Liaison on the Prince
George to North Vancouver Railway file.
Carried Unanimously

Moved By Councillor Klassen
Seconded By Councillor Frizzell

That Council REQUESTS the Mayor’s to send a letter to the Northern
Development Initiative Trust expressing the City of Prince George’s support for
the proposed Prince George to North Vancouver Railway Engagement and
Assessment, including the section of corridor anticipated to be returned to the
Province of British Columbia in July 2026.

Carried Unanimously

REPORTS

E.3

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON ACCESSIBILITY AND INCLUSION - KEN BIRON,
CHAIR

Advisory Committee on Accessibility and Inclusion Committee 2025 Annual
Report

Moved By Councillor Sampson
Seconded By Councillor Bennett

That Council APPROVES the Advisory Committee on Accessibility and Inclusion
2026 Work Plan as attached to the report dated January 15, 2026, from the
Chair of the Advisory Committee on Accessibility and Inclusion, titled “Advisory
Committee on Accessibility and Inclusion 2025 Annual Report”.

Carried Unanimously

Moved By Councillor Ramsay
Seconded By Councillor Skakun

That Council DIRECTS Administration to explore opportunities to better
integrate public feedback mechanisms into the City of Prince George mobile

app.
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E.4

E.5

Carried Unanimously

PRINCE GEORGE HERITAGE COMMISSION - GEORGE DAVISON, CHAIR

2025 Annual Report - Prince George Heritage Commission

Moved By Councillor Sampson
Seconded By Councillor Frizzell

That Council SUPPORTS the Commission’s 2026 Heritage Public Engagement
Plan, as attached to the report dated January 8, 2026 from the Chair of the
Prince George Heritage Commission, titled “2025 Annual Report - Prince
George Heritage Commission".

Carried Unanimously

Moved By Councillor Bennett
Seconded By Councillor Sampson

That Council APPROVES the 2026 Workplan, as attached to the report dated
January 8, 2026 from the Chair of the Prince George Heritage Commission,
titled “2025 Annual Report - Prince George Heritage Commission”.

Carried Unanimously

Additions to the City of Prince George Heritage Register

Moved By Councillor Skakun
Seconded By Councillor Frizzell

That Council APPROVES the addition of the following properties to the Prince
George Heritage Register:

1. House by Alan Greenwell - 2299 Laurier Crescent; and
2. Knox United Church and Performance Centre - 1448 5th Avenue; and

AUTHORIZES Administration to proceed with the legislated notification in
accordance with Section 598 of the Local Government Act.

Carried Unanimously

CONSENT AGENDA (FOR INFORMATION)

D.1
D.2
D.3

2025 Q4 Delegated Authority Report
2025 Q4 Consultant Spending Report
Mayor's Monthly Expense Report (January 2026)

Moved By Councillor Frizzell
Seconded By Councillor Bennett

That Council RECEIVES FOR INFORMATION Consent Agenda items D.1 to D.3.

Carried Unanimously
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E.

REPORTS

E.1

E.2

E.6

MAYOR SIMON YU

Request for funding for North Central Local Government Association (NCLGA)
Party in the Plaza

Moved By Councillor Polillo
Seconded By Councillor Scott

That Council APPROVES $1,500.00 be used from Council Contingency Fund to
host a Party in the Plaza on May 21, 2026, for the North Central Local
Government Association delegates.

Carried Unanimously

Moved By Councillor Ramsay
Seconded By Councillor Klassen

That Council AUTHORIZES that any portion of the $1500 allocated from
Council Contingency Fund to host a" Party in the Plaza" on May 21, 2026 for
the North Central Local Government Association be returned to Council
Contingency on a pro-rata basis.

Carried Unanimously

STANDING COMMITTEE ON INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS - COUNCILLOR
GARTH FRIZZELL, CHAIR

Review and Repeal of the Closure of Allowance for Major Industrial and
Electrical Properties North Central Local Government Association (NCLGA)
Resolution

Moved By Councillor Sampson
Seconded By Councillor Skakun

That Council APPROVES the resolution, as amended, as set out in the report
dated March 3, 2026 from Councillor Frizzell, Chair of the Standing
Committee on Intergovernmental Affairs, titled “Review and Repeal of the
Closure of Allowance for Major Industrial and Electrical Properties North
Central Local Government Association (NCLGA) Resolution”; and DIRECTS
staff to submit the resolutions to NCLGA the March 13, 2026, deadline.

Carried Unanimously

Mayor Yu called a recess of the Regular Council Meeting at 8:07 p.m.

The Regular Council Meeting reconvened at 8:12 p.m.

Councillor Frizzell was absent following the recess.

DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT - DEANNA WASNIK

Zoning Bylaw Amendment Application No. RZ100843 (Bylaw No. 9564, 2025)

Applicant: L&M Engineering on behalf of T.R. Projects Ltd., Inc.
No. BCO729296
Location: 4445 North Nechako Road
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E.7

Documents for Council's consideration included:

1. Staff report dated February 11, 2026 from the Director of Planning and
Development titled "Zoning Bylaw Amendment Application No. RZ100843
(Bylaw No. 9564, 2025)";

a. Location and Existing Zoning Map;
b. Appendix “A” to Bylaw No. 9564,
c. North Nechako Neighbourhood Plan (NNNP) Proposed Land Use
Map;

d. Supporting Documents:

i. Servicing Brief Supplementary Letter;

ii. Traffic Impact Study Supplementary Letter; and

iii. Consultation Summary.

Correspondence for Council's consideration included:

1. Correspondence dated March 1, 2026 from Sunny Kullar in support of the
application.

2. Correspondence dated March 2, 2026 from Darcy Porsnuk in support of
the application.

3. Handout: Correspondence dated March 8, 2026 from Ray and Tina Wium
in opposition to the application.

Moved By Councillor Sampson
Seconded By Councillor Scott

That Council GIVES FIRST THREE READINGS of “City of Prince George Zoning
Bylaw No. 7850, 2007, Amendment Bylaw No. 9564, 2025".

Carried Unanimously

Moved By Councillor Sampson
Seconded By Councillor Polillo

That Council PERMITS that consideration of Final Reading of proposed Bylaw
No. 9564, 2025 BE WITHHELD until the registration of a Section 219
Covenant on the legal title of District Lot 4051 Cariboo District Except Plans
B3724,22731, BCP4770, BCP4772, BCP20972 and EPP125307, for fire
flow limitations.

In addition, any recommendations presented in the preceding items must be
addressed to the satisfaction of the Director of Planning and Development.

Carried Unanimously

Official Community Plan Bylaw Amendment Application No. CP100225 (Bylaw
No. 9590) and Zoning Bylaw Amendment Application No. RZ100860 (Bylaw
No. 9591)

Applicant: Joanne Elizabeth Laurin and Eileen Carol Ulrich
Location: 7955 Old Summit Lake Road

Documents for Council's consideration included:
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1. Staff report dated February 20, 2026 from the Director of Planning and
Development titled "Official Community Plan Bylaw Amendment
Application No. CP100225 (Bylaw No. 9590) and Zoning Bylaw
Amendment Application No. RZ100860 (Bylaw No. 9591)";

Location and Existing Zoning Map;

Appendix "A" to Bylaw No. 9590, 2025;

Appendix "A" to Bylaw No. 9591, 2025;

Exhibit "A" to CP100225;

Exhibit "A" to RZ100860;

Supporting documents:

i. Rationale Letter.

"0 Q0T

Moved By Councillor Ramsay
Seconded By Councillor Bennett

That Council GIVES FIRST READING of “City of Prince George Official
Community Plan Bylaw No. 9525, 2025, Amendment Bylaw No. 9590, 2025.”

Carried Unanimously

Moved By Councillor Bennett
Seconded By Councillor Polillo

That Council CONSIDERS “City of Prince George Official Community Plan Bylaw
No. 9525, 2025, Amendment Bylaw No. 9590, 2025”, in conjunction with the
current Financial Plan and confirm there are no issues.

Carried Unanimously

Moved By Councillor Klassen
Seconded By Councillor Scott

That Council CONSIDERS “City of Prince George Official Community Plan Bylaw
No. 9525, 2025, Amendment Bylaw No. 9590, 20257, in conjunction with the
current Regional District Solid Waste Management Plan; and confirm there
are no issues.

Carried Unanimously

Moved By Councillor Sampson
Seconded By Councillor Skakun

That Council CONSIDERS “City of Prince George Official Community Plan Bylaw
No. 9525, 2025, Amendment Bylaw No. 9590, 20257, in conjunction with the
City of Prince George Strategic Framework for a Sustainable Prince George
and confirm there are no issues.

Carried Unanimously

Moved By Councillor Polillo
Seconded By Councillor Ramsay

That Council GIVES SECOND READING of “City of Prince George Official
Community Plan Bylaw No. 9525, 2025, Amendment Bylaw No. 9590, 2025”.

Carried Unanimously
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E.8

E.9

Moved By Councillor Scott
Seconded By Councillor Sampson

That Council APPROVES the following public consultation process to fulfill the
requirements of Section 475 of the Local Government Act:

a. Request for written comment from properties identified on Exhibit “A” to
CP100225; and

b. Publish notification of public consultation in accordance with the “City of
Prince George Public Notice Bylaw No. 9329, 2022".

Carried Unanimously

Moved By Councillor Polillo
Seconded By Councillor Scott

That Council GIVES FIRST AND SECOND READING of “City of Prince George
Zoning Bylaw No. 7850, 2007, Amendment Bylaw No. 9591, 2025".

Carried Unanimously

City of Prince George Approving Officer Appointment

Moved By Councillor Scott
Seconded By Councillor Bennett

That Council APPOINTS Mr. Benjamin Baxter, Supervisor of Subdivision and
Building Inspection, as Approving Officer.
Carried Unanimously

DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES - ERIC DEPENAU

Proposed Amendment to City of Prince George Parks and Open Space Bylaw
No. 7370 regarding Temporary Overnight Sheltering Area

Moved By Councillor Sampson
Seconded By Councillor Skakun

That Council REFERS the requirement for municipalities to establish
temporary overnight sheltering to the Standing Committee on
Intergovernmental Affairs for advocacy with the Province.

Carried Unanimously

Moved By Councillor Skakun
Seconded By Councillor Polillo

That Council GIVES FIRST THREE READINGS to “Parks and Open Space Bylaw
No. 7370, 2002, Amendment Bylaw No. 9620, 2026".

Carried
Councillor Sampson opposed.
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F.

G.

E.10

MANAGER OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES/CORPORATE OFFICER - ETHAN
ANDERSON

Proposed Amendments to the Council Procedures Bylaw

Moved By Councillor Sampson
Seconded By Councillor Bennett

That Council GIVES FIRST THREE READINGS of “City of Prince George Council
Procedures Bylaw No. 8388, 2011, Amendment Bylaw No. 9601, 2025.”

Carried Unanimously

BYLAWS - FINAL READING AND ADOPTION

F.1

City of Prince George Zoning Bylaw 7850, 2007, Amendment Bylaw No. 9582,
2025

Moved By Councillor Polillo
Seconded By Councillor Scott

That Council GRANTS FINAL READING AND ADOPTION of “City of Prince
George Zoning Bylaw 7850, 2007, Amendment Bylaw No. 9582, 2025."

Carried
Mayor Yu and Councillor Skakun opposed.

CORRESPONDENCE

G.1

G.2

G.3

G.4

Correspondence dated February 18, 2026 from Lisa Gyorkos, Manager of
Strategic Priorities, Township of Spallumcheen: 2026 UBCM Resolution
regarding BC Building Code Amendment to Include Natural Gas

Correspondence dated February 19 from Julia Sundell, Executive Director,
Aboriginal Housing Society of Prince George: Permissive Tax Exemption

Moved By Councillor Ramsay
Seconded By Councillor Scott

That Council REFERS the correspondence dated February 19, 2026 from Julia
Sundell, Executive Director, Aboriginal Housing Society of Prince George
regarding Permissive Tax Exemptions to the Standing Committee on Finance
and Audit for response to the writer.

Carried Unanimously

Correspondence dated February 18, 2026 from Mayor Yu: Letter in Support of
the Prince George Agricultural and Historical Association’s Grant Application
to the Province of BC’s Destination Events Program

Correspondence dated February 26, 2026 from Mayor Yu: Letter in Support of
Child Development Centre Prince George’s Grant Application to the Rick
Hansen RBC Barrier Buster Grants Program
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G.5

G.6

G.7

G.8

G.9

Correspondence dated February 26, 2026 from Kim Haakstad, President &
CEO, British Columbia Council of Forest Industries: Request for Official
Endorsement of “Forestry is a Solution” Initiative

Moved By Councillor Klassen
Seconded By Councillor Skakun

That Council REQUESTS the Mayor's Office provides a letter in support of the
"Forestry is a Solution" initiative.
Carried Unanimously

Correspondence date February 27, 2026 from Scott A. McWalter , Executive
Director, Tourism Prince George: Request for a Letter in Support of Prince
George’s Bid to Host the 2027 Junior All Native Basketball Tournament

Moved By Councillor Polillo
Seconded By Councillor Skakun

That Council REQUESTS the Mayor's Office provides a letter in support of
Prince George's bid to host the 2027 Junior All Native Basketball Tournament.

Carried Unanimously

Correspondence dated February 27, 2026 from Mayor Yu: Letter in Support of
the Continued Funding of the BC Farmers’ Market Nutrition Coupon Program

Correspondence dated March 9, 2026 from Cedar Core Al Inc.: Request for a
Letter in Support of proposed Technology and Education Campus
Development

Moved By Councillor Sampson
Seconded By Councillor Klassen

That Council REQUESTS the Mayor's Office, in collaboration with
Administration, provides a letter in support of Cedar Core Al Inc's proposed
Technology and Education Campus Development, as described in their
correspondence dated March 9, 2026.

Carried
Councillor Bennett opposed.

Correspondence dated February 28, 2026 from Terri Whitwick, Blackburn
Community Association: Request for a Resolution in Support of a Northern
Development Initiative Trust (NDIT) Grant Application

Moved By Councillor Bennett
Seconded By Councillor Sampson

That the City of Prince George SUPPORTS the Community Places grant
application to Northern Development Initiative Trust from the Prince George
Blackburn Community Association in the amount of $30,000.00 to support
building improvements at their facility.

Carried Unanimously
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G.10

G.11

G.12

Correspondence dated March 3, 2026 from Maureen Pinkney, Mayor, District
of 100 Mile House: Resolutions Submitted to North Central Local Government
Association (NCLGA) to Strengthen Rural Healthcare

Correspondence dated March 3, 2026 from Ross Siemens, Mayor, City of
Abbotsford: 2026 Proposed UBCM Resolutions - Engagement on Pipeline
Valuation Changes and Exempting Local Government from Expanded
Provincial Sales Tax Requirements

Correspondence received March 4, 2026 from Paul Binotto, Director and
President, Modular BC: Request for Letter of Support for National Research
Council Collaboration with Modular BC on Factory-Built Housing Development
in Northern BC and the Arctic

Moved By Councillor Klassen
Seconded By Councillor Polillo

That Council REQUESTS the Mayor's Office provides a letter in support to
Modular BC encouraging the National Research Council of Canada to continue
working with Modular BC and regional partners to advance the development
of the factory-built housing industry in Northern BC, including the potential
hub opportunity in Prince George.

Carried Unanimously

Moved By Councillor Scott
Seconded By Councillor Skakun

That Council RECEIVES FOR INFORMATION Correspondence Iltems G.1 to
G.12.
Carried Unanimously

H. ADJOURNMENT

Moved By Councillor Skakun
Seconded By Councillor Polillo

That there being no further business the Regular Council Meeting, BE ADJOURNED.

Carried Unanimously

THE REGULAR MEETING OF COUNCIL ADJOURNED AT 9:21 P.M.

CHAIRPERSON

CERTIFIED CORRECT
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