CITY OF
PRINCE GEORGE

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF COUNCIL

June 22, 2026
6:00 pm
Council Chambers of City Hall
1100 Patricia Boulevard, Prince George, BC

We respectfully acknowledge the unceded ancestral lands of the Lheidli T'enneh,
on whose land we live, work, and play.

PRESENT: Councillor Tim Bennett
Councillor Garth Frizzell
Councillor Trudy Klassen
Councillor Ron Polillo <Acting Mayor>
Councillor Cori Ramsay
Councillor Kyle Sampson
Councillor Susan Scott

IN ATTENDANCE:Walter Babicz, City Manager
Deanna Wasnik, Director of Planning and Development
Kris Dalio, Director of Finance and IT Services
Andy Beesley, Director of Civic Facilities and Events
Eric Depenau, Director of Administrative Services
Blake Mcintosh, Director of Civic Operations
Ethan Anderson, Manager of Legislative Services/Corporate Officer
Leslie Kellett, Deputy Corporate Officer

A. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

Moved By Councillor Bennett
Seconded By Councillor Frizzell

That the agenda for the regular meeting of Council scheduled for June 22, 2026, be
amended by:

e Moving agenda items E.8, E.10, E.6, and E.7, in that order, to immediately follow
agenda item C.1;

e Removing agenda item E.1;

e Adding one new item to agenda item E.7

e Moving agenda item G.5 to be considered in conjunction with agenda item C.1,
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Adding two new items of correspondence as agenda item G.8 and G.9; and

that the agenda, BE ADOPTED AS AMENDED.

Carried Unanimously

B. MINUTES

B.1

Adoption of the Regular Council Meeting Minutes - June 8, 2026

Moved By Councillor Sampson
Seconded By Councillor Ramsay

That Council AMENDS motion #1 at agenda item C.1 of the June 8, 2026 regular
Council meeting by adding the words “including, without limitation, a
Memorandum of Understanding with the Community Arts Council” after the words
“continuation of arts and cultural programming within the Civic Core and on this
site”.

Carried Unanimously

Moved By Councillor Sampson
Seconded By Councillor Bennett

That the minutes of the regular Council meeting held June 8, 2026, BE ADOPTED
AS AMENDED as read on this day and that such minutes as read set out all of the
business before Council at that meeting and fully and properly record all of the
resolutions passed by Council at that meeting.

Carried Unanimously

C. DELEGATION(S)

C1

Downtown Business Improvement Association (Downtown Prince George)

Presenters: Chrisie Berry, Executive Director
Eoin Foley, President
Derek Dougherty, Treasurer

Topic: 2026 Budget and 2025 Annual Report

Moved By Councillor Scott
Seconded By Councillor Frizzell

That Council APPROVES the 2026 Budget for the Prince George Downtown
Business Improvement Association as presented at the June 22, 2026 regular
Council meeting.

Carried Unanimously
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Moved By Councillor Bennett
Seconded By Councillor Frizzell

That Council REFERS the report from Downtown Prince George to the Standing
Committee on Intergovernmental Affairs for opportunities to aligh and coordinate
ongoing advocacy efforts with BC Housing, and the Provincial and Federal
Governments.

Carried Unanimously

G.5 Correspondence dated June 5, 2026 from Chrisie Berry, Executive Director,
Downtown Prince George: Request for a letter in support of the Downtown Prince
George's Grant Application to the Northern Development Initiative Trust's
Marketing Program
Moved By Councillor Frizzell
Seconded By Councillor Scott
That the City of Prince George SUPPORTS the application to Northern Development
Initiative Trust's Marketing grant program in the amount of $800 from Downtown
Prince George to support the Downtown Clean & Safe campaign.

Carried Unanimously
E. REPORTS
DIRECTOR OF CIVIC OPERATIONS - BLAKE MCINTOSH

E.8 Prince George Transit System Fare Review
Moved By Councillor Sampson
Seconded By Councillor Frizzell
That Council APPROVES Option 1 for implementation on Monday, September 7,
2026, as described in the Prince George System Fare Review Report attached to
the report dated June 8, 2026 from the Director of Civic Operations, titled “Prince
George Transit System Fare Review”.

Carried
Councillors Bennett, Polillo, and Ramsay opposed.
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT - DEANNA WASNIK
E.10 Civic Core Business Case - Project Workplan

Moved By Councillor Ramsay
Seconded By Councillor Frizzell

That Council RECEIVES FOR INFORMATION the report dated June 8, 2026 from the
Director of Planning and Development, titled “Civic Core Business Case - Project
Workplan”.
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E.6

Carried Unanimously

CITY MANAGER - WALTER BABICZ

City of Prince George 2025 Annual Report
Councillor Frizzell exited Council Chambers at 7:44 p.m. and returned at 7:46 p.m.

Moved By Councillor Sampson
Seconded By Councillor Frizzell

That Council APPROVES the City of Prince George Annual Report for the year
ended December 31, 2025, attached as Appendix "A" to the report from the City
Manager dated June 15, 2026 titled "City of Prince George 2025 Annual Report."

Carried Unanimously

Acting Mayor Polillo called a recess of the Regular Council Meeting at 8:56 p.m.

The Regular Council Meeting reconvened at 9:02 p.m.

Attendance of Council and Staff was the same as at the time the recess was called.

E.7

Northern Sport Centre Limited Annual Report

Moved By Councillor Sampson
Seconded By Councillor Frizzell

That Council APPROVES the Northern Sport Centre Limited Shareholders’
Resolutions attached as Schedule “B” to the report dated June 15, 2026 from the
City Manager titled “Northern Sport Centre Limited Annual Report”; and
AUTHORIZES the City Manager to sign the Shareholders’ Resolutions, as of June

30, 2026.
Carried Unanimously

D. CONSENT AGENDA

D.1

Monthly Building Permit and Development Permit Summary (May 2026)

Moved By Councillor Bennett
Seconded By Councillor Frizzell

That Council RECEIVES FOR INFORMATION the report dated May 12, 2026, from
the Director of Planning and Development, titled “Monthly Building Permit and

Development Permit Summary (May 2026)”.
Carried Unanimously
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E. REPORTS

COUNCILLOR TRUDY KLASSEN

E.2 Budget Transparency

Moved By Councillor Klassen
Seconded By Councillor Frizzell

That Council DIRECTS staff to immediately add to their work plan, and fully
implement no later than the 2027-2031 Financial Plan, the following mandatory
requirements:

1. Prepare a concise one- or two-page summary for each budget category
representing more than 5% of the operating budget;

2. Each summary must include clear KPIs and metrics enabling Council to assess
relative value, efficiency, utilization, community impact, year-over-year
changes, and strategic alignment, including at minimum:

Utilization and participation rates;

Cost per unit of service (e.g. cost per visit/participant);

Cost recovery ratios;

Demographic reach and equity measures;

Resident satisfaction or outcome measures;

Alignment with the Official Community Plan and Council priorities;

Comparative performance and taxpayer subsidy for major facilities

(arenas, pools, arts centres, conference centre, etc.)

3. These summaries and KPIs must form a standard section in the annual Budget
Reference Guide, the five-year Financial Plan, and all budget presentations to
Council.

@00 T

Moved By Councillor Bennett
Seconded By Councillor Frizzell

That Council AMENDS the main motion by replacing the words
“representing more than 5% of the operating budget” with the words
“highlighting significant changes from the previous year and changes to
FTE".

Moved By Councillor Klassen
Seconded By Councillor Scott

That Council POSTPONES consideration of the motions regarding
“Budget Transparency” until after a workshop between
Administration and Council has been held regarding budget.

Carried Unanimously




Regular Council Meeting Minutes - June 22, 2026 Page 6

E.3

COUNCILLOR TIM BENNETT AND COUNCILLOR GARTH FRIZZELL

Emergency Support Services (ESS) Funding Model Review

Moved By Councillor Bennett
Seconded By Councillor Frizzell

That Council EXTENDS the Regular Council Meeting to 11:00 p.m.

Carried Unanimously

Moved By Councillor Bennett
Seconded By Councillor Frizzell

That Council DIRECTS staff to conduct a deeper comparative analysis of
Emergency Support Services (ESS) funding models in Kamloops, Kelowna,
Nanaimo and other comparator municipalities to determine whether Prince
George should maintain its current model or adopt a more diversified, externally
leveraged approach. This will include but not be limited to comparisons in grant
uptake, federal funding strategies, shared services and operational outcomes. The
report should be presented back to Council prior to the 2027 budget meetings.

Defeated
Councillors Polillo, Ramsay, Sampson, and Scott opposed.

Moved By Councillor Sampson
Seconded By Councillor Frizzell

That Council DIRECTS staff to conduct a deeper comparative analysis of
Emergency Programs funding models in Kamloops, Kelowna, Nanaimo and other
comparator municipalities to determine whether Prince George should maintain its
current model or adopt a more diversified, externally leveraged approach. This will
include but not be limited to comparisons in grant uptake, federal funding
strategies, shared services and operational outcomes. The report should be
presented back to Council prior to the 2027 budget meetings.

Moved By Councillor Ramsay
Seconded By Councillor Frizzell

That Council AMENDS the main motion by adding the words “and takes into
account the new regulations being implemented in 2027 related to the
Emergency and Disaster Management Act” after the words “shared
services and operational outcomes”.

Carried Unanimously

Main motion as amended.
Carried Unanimously
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E.4

COUNCILLOR SUSAN SCOTT, COUNCILLOR GARTH FRIZZELL, AND COUNCILLOR
KYLE SAMPLE

Establishing Free Curbside “Big Item” Waste Collection Days

Moved By Councillor Frizzell
Seconded By Councillor Scott

That Council:

1. SUPPORTS in principle the establishment of two (2) Free Curbside Waste
Collection Days (Big Item Day) per calendar year, so that on designated days,
residents may place at the curb, at no additional charge, household waste
items that exceed standard cart limits, excluding hazardous materials and
items prohibited under existing municipal waste bylaws. The twice annual
events will require:

a. Advance publication of dates;

b. Clear lists of accepted or prohibited items;

c. Procedures for managing capacity, including early cut-off as required;

d. Coordination with the Regional District of Fraser-Fort George,
community associations and other neighbourhood groups where
appropriate; and

e. A communications plan to notify residents in accordance with City of
Prince George Bylaws; and

2. DIRECTS Administration to return a report to Council, in time for the 2027
budget deliberations, outlining the resources required to implement such a
program, including operational impacts, costs, and any recommendations for
program refinement.

Council requested to consider the motion separately.

Moved By Councillor Frizzell
Seconded By Councillor Scott

That Council SUPPORTS in principle the establishment of two (2) Free Curbside
Waste Collection Days (Big Item Day) per calendar year, so that on designated
days, residents may place at the curb, at no additional charge, household waste
items that exceed standard cart limits, excluding hazardous materials and items
prohibited under existing municipal waste bylaws. The twice annual events will
require:

a. Advance publication of dates;

b. Clear lists of accepted or prohibited items;

c. Procedures for managing capacity, including early cut-off as required;
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E.5

d. Coordination with the Regional District of Fraser-Fort George,
community associations and other neighbourhood groups where
appropriate; and

e. A communications plan to notify residents in accordance with City of
Prince George Bylaws.

Defeated
Councillors Bennett, Polillo, Sampson, and Scott opposed.

Moved by Councillor Frizzell
Seconded by Councillor Scott

That Council DIRECTS Administration to return a report to Council, in time for the
2027 budget deliberations, outlining the resources required to implement such a
program, including operational impacts, costs, and any recommendations for
program refinement.

Moved by Councillor Sampson
Seconded by Councillor Frizzell

That Council AMENDS the main motion by replacing the words "outlining
the resource required to implement such a program, including operational
impacts, costs, and any recommendations for program refinement" with the
words "outlining options for the implementation of larger item community
disposal program, including operational considerations, service impacts,
costs, potential delivery models, and recommendations for Council's
consideration."

Moved by Councillor Klassen
Seconded by Councillor Frizzell

That Council AMENDS the amended motion by adding the words
“and includes the service calls and associated costs for illegal
dumping within City Limits” after the words “recommendations for
Council’s consideration”.

Carried Unanimously

Amended motion as amended.
Carried Unanimously

Main motion as amended.
Carried Unanimously

COUNCILLOR TRUDY KLASSEN

Postponed Motion: Recovery and Wellness Centre

Moved By Councillor Klassen
Seconded By Councillor Bennett
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That Council DIRECTS Administration to:

1. Develop a business case and implementation plan for a Recovery and
Wellness Centre as a centralized and client-centered hub for addictions
treatment, mental health support, recovery coaching, and housing navigation;

2. Work with Service BC, Service Canada, Northern Health, BC Housing, the
Province, and local non-profits to design, fund, and operate the Centre,
including possible integration with the existing Sobering Centre;

3. Report back to Council within 90 days with cost estimates, funding options,
governance model, and recommended next steps.

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT staff may submit funding applications to
senior governments in support of this initiative.

The postponed motion was withdrawn by unanimous consent of Council.

Moved By Councillor Klassen
Seconded By Councillor Bennett

That Council DIRECTS Administration to:

1. Develop an implementation plan to create a “Prince George Navigation Centre”
and that the Centre be managed by the City of Prince George Public Safety
division; and

2. Report back to Council within 90 days with cost estimates, funding options,
governance model and recommended next steps.

Moved By Councillor Sampson
Seconded By Councillor Bennett

That Council AMENDS the main motion by replacing #1 and #2 with:

“1. Report back on the status of implementation of the Navigation Hub
recommendation adopted by Council as part of the 2021 Select
Committee on Poverty Reduction Final Recommendations;

2. ldentify options for establishing a centralized service navigation model
in Prince George, including potential operating partners, partnership
models, facility requirements, and funding opportunities and
requirements; and

3. Return a report to Council prior to the 2027 budget process with
recommendations, implementation options, and associated capital

and/or operating costs.”
Carried
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E.9

E.11

Councillor Frizzell opposed.

Main motion as amended.
Carried
Councillor Frizzell opposed.

Gateway Business Improvement Area Society 2025 Audited Financial Statements
and 2026 Budget

Moved By Councillor Sampson
Seconded By Councillor Ramsay

That Council APPROVES the 2026 Budget from the Gateway Business
Improvement Area Society, as attached to the report dated June 12, 2026 from
the Director of Civic Operations, titled “Gateway Business Improvement Area
Society 2025 Audited Financial Statements and 2026 Budget.”

Carried Unanimously

Zoning Bylaw Amendment Application No. RZ100845 (Bylaw No. 9559)

Applicant: Arvinder Singh Billing on behalf of 1520944 B.C. Ltd, Inc. No.
BC1520944
Location: 1396 Central Street East

Documents for Council's consideration include:

1. Staff Report dated April 9, 2026 from the Director of Planning and
Development, titled "Zoning Bylaw Amendment Application No. RZ100845
(Bylaw No. 9559)";

a. Location and Existing Zoning Map; and
b. Appendix “A” to Bylaw No. 9559, 2025.

Moved By Councillor Bennett
Seconded By Councillor Sampson

That Council GIVES FIRST THREE READINGS of “City of Prince George Zoning Bylaw
No. 7850, 2007, Amendment Bylaw No. 9559, 2025".
Carried Unanimously

Moved By Councillor Frizzell
Seconded By Councillor Scott

That Council PERMITS that consideration of Final Reading of proposed Bylaw No.
9559, 2025 BE WITHHELD until the following requirements have been met to the
satisfaction of Administration:
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E.12

E.13

E.14

a. Receipt of a Parking and Landscape Plan, quote for the works identified on the
Parking and Landscape Plan, and security in the amount of 120% of the quote
for Parking and Landscape Plan.

In addition, any recommendations presented in the preceding items must be
addressed to the satisfaction of the Director of Planning and Development.

Carried Unanimously

Zoning Bylaw Amendment No. RZ2026-012 to Update Small-Scale Multi-Unit
Housing Regulations (Bylaw No. 9630)

Applicants: City of Prince George
Location: City Wide

Documents for Council's consideration include:

1. Staff Report dated May 27, 2026 from the Director of Planning and
Development, titled "Zoning Bylaw Amendment No. RZ2026-012 to Update
Small-Scale Multi-Unit Housing Regulations (Bylaw No. 9630)";

a. Exhibit "A" to RZ2026-012.

Moved By Councillor Sampson
Seconded By Councillor Klassen

That Council GIVES FIRST THREE READINGS of “City of Prince George Zoning Bylaw
No. 7850, 2007, Amendment Bylaw No. 9630, 2026".
Carried Unanimously

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE AND IT SERVICES - KRIS DALIO

2025 Statements of Financial Information (SOFI)

Moved By Councillor Klassen
Seconded By Councillor Bennett

That Council APPROVES the 2025 Public Bodies Report as attached to the report
dated June 12, 2026 from the Director of Finance and IT Services titled “2025
Statements of Financial Information (SOFI)”.

Carried Unanimously

2025 - 2029 Financial Plan Amendment Bylaw 9623

Moved By Councillor Frizzell
Seconded By Councillor Scott
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E.15

That Council GIVES FIRST THREE READINGS of “City of Prince George 5 - Year
Operating and Capital Financial Plans Bylaw No. 9538, 2025, Amendment Bylaw
No. 9623, 2026".

Carried Unanimously

Security Issue Resolution - Fall 2026

Moved By Councillor Frizzell
Seconded By Councillor Ramsay

That Council APPROVES borrowing from the Municipal Finance Authority of British
Columbia, as part of their 2026 fall issue $90,825 as authorized through “Civic
Facility Roof Replacements 2019-2022 Loan Authorization Bylaw No. 9009,
2019” and that the Regjional District of Fraser-Fort George be requested to
consent to the borrowing over a five (5) year term and include the borrowing in its
security issuing bylaw.

Carried
Councillor Klassen opposed.

Moved By Councillor Scott
Seconded By Councillor Ramsay

That Council APPROVES borrowing from the Municipal Finance Authority of British
Columbia, as part of their 2026 fall issue $2,550,000 as authorized through
“Stormwater System Renewal Project Loan Authorization Bylaw No. 9452, 2024”
and that the Regional District of Fraser-Fort George be requested to consent to the
borrowing over a twenty (20) year term and include the borrowing in its security
issuing bylaw.

Carried Unanimously

F. BYLAWS - FINAL READING AND ADOPTION

F.1

F.2

City of Prince George Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 9525, 2025, Amendment
Bylaw No. 9617, 2026

Moved By Councillor Sampson
Seconded By Councillor Scott

That Council GRANTS FINAL READING AND ADOPTION of “City of Prince George
Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 9525, 2025, Amendment Bylaw No. 9617,
2026."

Carried Unanimously

City of Prince George Zoning Bylaw No. 7850, 2007, Amendment Bylaw No. 9618,
2026

Moved By Councillor Bennett
Seconded By Councillor Klassen
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F.3

That Council GRANTS FINAL READING AND ADOPTION of “City of Prince George
Zoning Bylaw No. 7850, 2007, Amendment Bylaw No. 9618, 2026."

Carried Unanimously

City of Prince George Zoning Bylaw No. 7850, 2007, Amendment Bylaw No. 9627,
2026

Moved By Councillor Frizzell
Seconded By Councillor Sampson

That Council GRANTS FINAL READING AND ADOPTION of “City of Prince George
Zoning Bylaw No. 7850, 2007, Amendment Bylaw No. 9627, 2026."

Carried Unanimously

G. CORRESPONDENCE

G.1

G.2

G.3

G.4

G.6

Correspondence dated June 1, 2026 from Dr. Amelia Merrick: Increase in the
Number of People Utilizing Outdoor Public Space

Correspondence dated June 2, 2026 from Connie Abe, Executive Director,
Association Advocating for Women and Community (AWAC): Clarification Regarding
Letter Dated June 1, 2026 from Dr. Amelia Merrick

Correspondence dated June 7, 2026 from Dr. Amelia Merrick: Clarification
Regarding Correspondence from Amelia Merrick dated June 1, 2026 and
Correspondence from AWAC dated June 2, 2026

Correspondence dated June 2, 2026 from Mayor Leroy Dekens, Village of Telkwa:
Letter in Support of the City of Prince George UBCM Resolution regarding the
Northern-Rural Homeowners Grant

Moved By Councillor Sampson
Seconded By Councillor Scott

That Council REFERS to the Standing Committee on Intergovernmental Affairs the
matter of the Northern-Rural Homeowner's Grant for further advocacy
opportunities.

Carried Unanimously

Correspondence dated June 5, 2026 from Sarah Saunders, Executive Director,
Engage Sport North: Request for a Resolution in support of NDIT Marketing Grant
for Engage Sport North

Moved By Councillor Frizzell
Seconded By Councillor Sampson
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G.7

G.8

G.9

That the City of Prince George SUPPORTS Engage Sport North’s application to the
Northern Development Initiative Trust Marketing Initiatives Grant for funding of up
to $3,519 in support of the “Game Day Engagement: Engage Sport North Booth
and Outreach Kit” project.

Carried Unanimously
Correspondence dated June 16, 2026 from Scott McWalter, Executive Director,
Tourism Prince George Society: Request for a Resolution in support of NDIT
Marketing Initiatives Grant Application

Moved By Councillor Frizzell
Seconded By Councillor Scott

That the City of Prince George SUPPORTS the Northern Development Initiative
Trust grant application from Tourism Prince George in the amount of up to $5,750
to support the completion of Phase 2 of the 360 Accessibility Virtual Tour Map
project.

Carried Unanimously

Handout: Correspondence dated June 22, 2026 from Jeremy Baines, CEO,
Tidewater Midstream and Infrastructure: Request for a Letter in Support of
Advocacy to the Federal Government Regarding the Prince George Refinery and
Future Investment Opportunities

Moved By Councillor Klassen
Seconded By Councillor Sampson

That Council REQUESTS the Mayor's Office to provide a letter in support of
advocacy to the Federal Government regarding Tidewater's Prince George Refinery
and Future Investment Opportunities.

Carried Unanimously

Handout: Correspondence dated June 22, 2026 from Nansi Long, Executive
Director, Oasis Mental Health Support Services Society: Limited Endorsement of
the Motion to Develop a Prince George Navigation Centre

Moved By Councillor Bennett
Seconded By Councillor Frizzell

That Council RECEIVES FOR INFORMATION Correspondence items G.1 to G.9.

Carried Unanimously
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H.

ADJOURNMENT

Moved By Councillor Bennett
Seconded By Councillor Scott

That there being no further business the Regular Council Meeting, BE ADJOURNED.

Carried Unanimously

THE REGULAR MEETING OF COUNCIL ADJOURNED AT 10:57 P.M.

CHAIRPERSON

CERTIFIED CORRECT



